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Prior to boarding a plane in Managua for Costa Rica on the morning of Nov. 7, New York City Mayor
Koch said he had softened his perception of the Sandinistas. Koch had completed a three-day visit
to Nicaragua, accompanied by a nine-member private delegation. He said, "Am I more supportive
of them than before I came here? The answer is yes." Koch spoke highly of several opposition
leaders he met, particularly Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, and Lino Hernandez, a human rights
advocate. The mayor led the delegation to survey the political climate in Central America and to
assess prospects for the regional peace accord. The delegation spent more time in Nicaragua than
anywhere else, but also visited El Salvador and Honduras. The Koch delegation is one of many that
continue to pass through Managua to observe the peace process. Five US Senators arrived in the
capital city on Nov. 7. "[Nicaraguan President Daniel] Ortega, I believe, deeply wants peace," Koch
said, expressing admiration for the Nicaraguan leader. Several other members of the delegation
said they, too, were returning to the US with increased hope for the peace process. "It's not just
words," said R. Peter Straus, president of Straus Communications and former director of the Voice
of America, following the Friday night meeting with Ortega. Another member, New York attorney
Theodore C. Sorenson, who was an aide to President Kennedy, said he was "much more hopeful
about the possibilities of peace than I expected to be." "That grows out of the trip as a whole, the
stay in Nicaragua and the meeting with President Ortega," Sorenson said. "Many people think
that if the plan is put into effect, there is no way his government can stay in power. But he believes
that peace followed by economic development would be a great platform to run on." Koch has a
long history of involvement in Nicaragua. As a congressman, he spoke out against the dynastic
regime of Anastasio Somoza Debayle, and held hearings on human rights abuses in Nicaragua. Two
of the witnesses he called, Miguel D'Escoto Brockmann and Fernando Cardenal are now cabinet
ministers in the Sandinista government. But although Koch celebrated the 1979 Sandinista victory,
throwing a party for Ortega when he arrived in New York a few months later, he eventually became
critical of the new regime. At the beginning of his stay in Nicaragua, he had some harsh words for
the Sandinistas, comparing them with the defeated dictatorship. On Nov. 4, at a dinner sposored
by the US Embassy, he said, "They are engaged in somewhat the same repression as that engaged
in by Somoza." The Embassy devoted considerable resources to planning for the Koch visit, but if
the State Department hoped to win a convert to administration policy, it did not succeed. When
Ortega spoke to a large rally Thursday to announce his decision to negotiate indirectly with the
contras, he singled out the mayor, who was in the crowd with other members of the delegation.
He called Koch "a Yankee who is not an enemy of humanity." Late Friday night, Koch received
the telephone call granting a meeting with Ortega. Koch, by his own account and those of other
members of the delegation, urged Ortega to open the political detention center in Managua, El
Chipote, to outside inspection. Ortega said he would consider it. Koch said that if hostilities end
in Central America under terms of the peace accord, he will recommend that American military
spending in the region be used instead to fund a new economic aid program. (Basic data from NEW
YORK TIMES, 11/08/87)
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